WESTERN SAHARA

Population: 588 000; Religion: Muslim 99,9%, Christian 0,01%
Unreached: 100% of total population

DID YOU KNOW? Western Sahara is overwhelmingly an Islamic territory,
with over 99% of the population adhering to Sunni Islam. The region's
religious practices are deeply intertwined with its nomadic history, heavily
featuring traditional practices. There are only a small handful of Christians
among the entire Sahrawi people of Western Sahara, but we see a new day
of growth and witness through low-key mission work and national
believers. There are openings for ministry to refugees through relief and
development, and difficult political and living conditions lead to conside-
rable openness. The New Testament, JESUS film, and a number of audio
resources are available in Hassaniya Arabic. Pray for those who are, and
could be, serving among them. Many have been imprisoned due to the
conflict with Morocco.
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ALGERIA (nr 20 on WWL)

Population: 48 million; Religion: Muslim 97%, Christian 0,3%
Unreached: 99% of total population

DID YOU KNOW? Over the past three years, state pressure on Protestant
Christians has intensified to levels unseen in decades. Authorities have
kept previously closed churches shut and ordered others to cease. As a
result, all 47 churches under the Evangelical Protestant Church of Algeria
(EPA) have halted their activities, and other independent churches have
also stopped meeting due to fear of government action. These closures
have strongly increased isolation among Algerian Christians, who are
mainly converts from Islam.

In addition to church closures, more than 50 Christians have been prose-
cuted in recent years, with some receiving suspended prison sentences
and fines. Converts continue to face strong opposition from families and
communities, especially in rural, conservative and Arab regions where
pressure and dangers are particularly acute. (Open Doors)
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Please pray :

e Foramiraculous resolution of the decades long conflict with
Morocco. Pray for many who are mourning loss of loved ones.

e The power of the Gospel to be made known among the Sahrawi
refugees in Algeria.

e Unity among the few isolated believers.

e Pray for the Sahrawi people to meet Jesus!

“Sing to the Lord, praise his name,

proclaim his salvation day after day.
Ps. 96:2
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Please pray :

e Praythat the Christians who have lost their places of worship will be
able to find fellowship. Pray for freedom to worship.

e Ask God to protect Christians who have converted from Islam.

e Pray that church leaders who are facing court cases for their commit-
ment to the Gospel will be acquitted and able to continue to minister
without harassment.

“Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of nations,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.” Ps. 96:
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MOROCCO (nr 23 on WWL)

Population: 38,5 million; Religion: Muslim 99%, Christian 0,2%
Unreached: 99% of total population

TUNISIA (nr 31 on WWL)

Population: 12 million Religion: Muslim 99,4% Christian 0,2%
Unreached: 99% of total population

DID YOUKNOW? Morocco’s monarchy claims descent from the Prophet
Muhammad. Despite being increasingly influenced by the West, Morocco
retains a strong Islamic identity, making it dangerous for anyone who
chooses to follow Jesus, particularly young people. A massive challenge for
Christians, both Moroccan and foreign, is thatitis illegal to “shake the faith
of a Muslim”. That means that any conversation about faith can be fraught
with risk, potentially leading to arrest.

Converts can encounter intense pressure to renounce their faith, with tac-
tics including isolation, expulsion, violence and even superstitious treat-
ments by imams (Muslim leaders). Converts can lose their jobs. Even if
some judges do uphold the cases of converts in court, family pressures can
often render their verdicts irrelevant. Understandably, many believers keep
their faith secret. (Open Doors)
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DID YOU KNOW? Continued economic decline and unemployment, the increasing
presence of Islamic fundamentalism, and a heavy-handed President all serve to rob
Tunisians of confidence in their country’s future. Christians in Tunisia are subject to
increasing surveillance by the authorities. Believers who are monitored can be ) s,
arrested and questioned, and have their homes searched. For the first time,
authorities made unprecedented arrests of foreign Christians. They falsely use
“human trafficking” charges to justify harassment. Many of these believers have

lost their jobs, faced racial abuse from their communities, or have fled.

Due to hostility, Tunisian converts feel forced to conceal their faith, leading to

isolation as they’re unable to gather for worship and mutual support.
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Please pray :

e For Godto answer the church leaders’ need for leadership training and
spiritual growth.

e Pray that those who convert to Christianity and face severe persecu-
tion from their families and community would find fellowship.

e Pray that Christians will be wise and courageous as they live out their
faith in Morocco.

"For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;
He is to be feared above all gods.” Ps. 96:
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Please pray:

e As protests continue against the one-party rule, pray that God would bring

about freedom for His people in Tunisia to practise their faith.
e Ask God to protect converts from Islam, as they often face substantial
persecution. Pray for courage and strength.
e That Tunisian followers of Jesus would find fellowship and grow in
discipleship, as they often aren’t allowed to worship freely.
e For persecutors to meet Jesus.
"Worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness;
tremble before Him, all the earth.
Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.’
Ps. 96:9,10
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